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infirm. The documents printed by Mr Harrisse show that he drew the quarterly instalment of his pension personally in March. In May the grant was altered so as to make the money payable to Sebastian Cabot and William Worthington jointly, and to the survivor of them. In June the instalment was drawn on behalf of Cabot by the hands of Worthington, and in September by those of Worthington's servant Thomas Longworth. In . December the payment was made to Worthington alone, " de annuitate sua". He was thus the survivor, and the inference is that Sebastian Cabot died in the last quarter of 1557. He was probably about seventy-three years old.
His life almost exactly coincided with the reigns of the first four Tudors and with the experimental period in which England struggled tentatively towards the destiny of maritime empire. In his boyhood he had seen, perhaps shared in, his father's simple project of sailing straight westwards to Cathay. In his youth he had probed the North West and believed he had found the Pacific. His prime had passed in Spanish service, with backward glances to his cherished Arctic secret. He had failed, although it was a gallant failure, in the River Plate. He had then settled down as an expert adviser in navigation and geography. In his old age, although his heart was in the North West, he had directed the first English enterprise to meet with solid success in the North East, To us he appears a lonely and mysterious figure, a man without a country, deprived of patriotism yet able to simulate it, of ingratiating manners and secret mind, admired by scholars and respected by the great, successful to the outward view, but a failure by the measure of his own ambitions. He was no sooner dead than the English made a legend of his name. His reputation grew until it reached exaggeration in the eighteenth century and had scarcely declined a hundred years ago. John Cabot was forgotten, and Sebastian was revered as the father of English commerce and naval supremacy. Modern research has bred disillusionment and swung the pendulum too far in the other direction. It is time now to steady it to rest.